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APPOINTMENTS

Georgetown University August 2015 - Present
Assistant Professor

Center for Global Development May 2020 - Present
Non-Resident Fellow

Stanford University Sept. 2014 - June 2015
Pre-Doctoral Fellow, Center for Democracy, Development, and the Rule of Law

Northwestern University Sept. 2013 - June 2014
Visiting Scholar, Buffett Institute and the Program for African Studies

EDUCATION

Stanford University June 2015
PhD Political Science

Yale University May 2009
B.A. Political Science (with honors in the major)

BOOK

Legislative Development in Africa: Politics and Postcolonial Legacies
(Cambridge University Press, 2019)

Award: Co-Recipient, 2020 African Politics Conference Group (APCG) Best Book Award.

Book Reviews: Foreign Affairs (Nicolas van de Walle), Perspectives on Politics (Adrienne
LeBas), Commonwealth & Comparative Politics (Moses Khisa), Journal of Modern African
Studies (Michaela Collord), Democracy and Autocracy Newsletter, University of Michigan
(with Anne Meng), Washington Post’s Monkey Cage Blog (Kim Yi Dionne), African Studies
Review (Ana Lúcia Sá).

Podcast Appearances: Scope Conditions with Alan Jacobs and Yang-Yang Zhou, New
Books Network with Esperanza Brizuela-Garcia, CSIS Into Africa, with Judd Devermont,
Ufahamu Africa with Rachel Riedl, Rocking Our Priors with Alice Evans, In Pursuit of
Development with Dan Banik.

JOURNAL PUBLICATIONS

9. Opalo, Ken Ochieng’. Accepted. ”Colonialism and Institutional Persistence: Mixed Legislative
Legacies in Ghana and Kenya,” Journal of Historical Political Economy.

https://www.foreignaffairs.com/reviews/capsule-review/2020-02-11/legislative-development-africa-politics-and-postcolonial-legacies
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/perspectives-on-politics/article/abs/legislative-development-in-africa-politics-and-postcolonial-legacies-by-ken-ochieng-opalo-cambridge-cambridge-university-press-2019-290p-9999-cloth/A630561C9B78D8BAA8370EEC867189FE
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/14662043.2020.1824350?journalCode=fccp20
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/journal-of-modern-african-studies/article/abs/legislative-development-in-africa-politics-and-postcolonial-legacies-by-ken-ochieng-opalo-cambridge-cambridge-university-press-2019-pp-294-9999-hbk/77D1C0AF44B4A2B24271222DB302C719
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/journal-of-modern-african-studies/article/abs/legislative-development-in-africa-politics-and-postcolonial-legacies-by-ken-ochieng-opalo-cambridge-cambridge-university-press-2019-pp-294-9999-hbk/77D1C0AF44B4A2B24271222DB302C719
https://ii.umich.edu/wced/news-events/news/search-news/constraining-presidents--new-issue-of-democracy-and-autocracy.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2020/07/10/legislative-development-africa-is-deeply-researched-book/
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/african-studies-review/article/ken-ochieng-opalo-legislative-development-in-africa-politics-and-postcolonial-legacies-cambridge-cambridge-university-press-2019-xviii-276-pp-bibliography-index-3199-paper-isbn-9781108710350/559DC5A1E265354058DA6BFD703CC6D4
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/african-studies-review/article/ken-ochieng-opalo-legislative-development-in-africa-politics-and-postcolonial-legacies-cambridge-cambridge-university-press-2019-xviii-276-pp-bibliography-index-3199-paper-isbn-9781108710350/559DC5A1E265354058DA6BFD703CC6D4
https://podcasts.apple.com/ca/podcast/how-strong-legislatures-emerge-with-ken-opalo/id1532300331?i=1000504401146
https://newbooksnetwork.com/ken-o-opalo-legislative-development-in-africa-politics-and-postcolonial-legacies-cambridge-up-2019
https://newbooksnetwork.com/ken-o-opalo-legislative-development-in-africa-politics-and-postcolonial-legacies-cambridge-up-2019
https://www.csis.org/podcasts/africa/bringing-african-legislatures-back
https://ufahamuafrica.com/2019/11/09/ep79-a-conversation-with-ken-opalo-about-political-institutions-public-goods-and-more/
https://soundcloud.com/user-845572280/legislative-development-in-africa-dr-ken-opalo
https://in-pursuit-of-development.simplecast.com/episodes/ken-opalo-3evndaS9
https://in-pursuit-of-development.simplecast.com/episodes/ken-opalo-3evndaS9


8. Herman, Biz D., Amma Panin, Elizabeth Iams Wellman, Graeme Blair, Lindsey D. Pruett, Ken
O. Opalo, Hannah M. Alarian, Allison N. Grossman, Yvonne Tan, Alex P. Dyzenhaus, and
Nicholas Owsley. Accepted. “Field Experiments in the Global South: Assessing Risks, Localizing
Benefits, and Addressing Positionality.” PS: Political Science and Politics

7. Opalo, Ken Ochieng’. Forthcoming. “Leveraging Legislative Power: Distributive Politics and Com-
mittee Work in Kenya’s National Assembly,” Journal of Legislative Studies

6. Opalo, Ken Ochieng’ and Lahra Smith. Forthcoming. “Ideology and Succession Politics in Ethiopia:
Autocratic Leadership Turnover and Political Instability,” Democratization

5. Opalo, Ken Ochieng’. 2021. “Partisanship and Public Opinion on Cash Transfers: Survey Evidence
from Kenya,” Commonwealth & Comparative Politics

4. Opalo, Ken Ochieng’. 2020. “Citizen Political Knowledge and Accountability: Survey Evidence
on Devolution in Kenya,” Governance, Vol. 33, No. 4, p. 849-869

3. Opalo, Ken Ochieng’. 2019. “Constrained Presidential Power in Africa? The Politics of Executive
Rule-Making in Kenya, 1963-2013,” British Journal of Political Science, Vol. 50, No. 4 p. 1341-
1358

2. Opalo, Ken Ochieng’. 2014. “The Long Road to Institutionalization: The Kenyan Legislature and
the 2013 Elections,” Journal of Eastern African Studies, Vol. 8, No. 1, p. 63-77

1. Opalo, Ken Ochieng’. 2012. “Elections in Africa: Two Divergent Trends,” Journal of Democracy,
Vol. 23, No. 3, p. 80-93

WORKS IN PROGRESS

1. The Cyclical Electoral Impacts of Programmatic Policies: Evidence from Education Reforms in
Tanzania (with James Habyarimana and Youdi Schipper)

2. What do Kenyans Know About Devolution? Decentralization, Political Knowledge, and Public
Opinion

3. The Effects of Campaigns in Multi-Ethnic Societies: Experimental Evidence from Kenya (With
Leonardo Arriola, Danny Choi, and Matthew Gichohi)

4. Electricity Provision and Tax Mobilization in Africa (With Moussa Blimpo, Justice Mensah, and
Ruifan Shi) – World Bank Research Working Paper

5. Administrative Unit Changes, Effort, and Public Goods Outcomes: Evidence from Tanzania (with
Jacobus Cilliers and James Habyarimana) – Working Paper

6. Researching African Legislatures (invited review at African Affairs)

BOOK CHAPTERS & OTHER PUBLICATIONS

1. Opalo, Ken Ochieng’. 2020. ”The Institutional Evolution of the Kenyan Legislature” – Oxford
Handbook of Kenyan Politics; Nicholas Cheeseman, Karuti Kanyinga, Gabrielle Lynch (eds),
Chapter 17

2. Opalo, Ken Ochieng’. 2020. ”The Politics of Legislative Development in Africa” – Routledge
Handbook of Democratization in Africa; Peter VonDoepp, Gabrielle Lynch (eds), Chapter 9.

3. Opalo, Ken Ochieng’. 2019. Legislatures on the Rise? – Oxford Encyclopedia of African Politics;
Nic Cheeseman (ed).

4. Opalo, Ken Ochieng’. 2017. “The Contingent Role of Political Parties in Transitional Justice Pro-
cesses,” In Duthie, Roger and Paul Seils (eds) Justice Mosaics: How Context Shapes Transitional
Justice in Fractured Societies, New York, NY: International Center for Transitional Justice

https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/13572334.2021.1935017
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/13510347.2021.1929178
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/14662043.2021.1925005?journalCode=fccp20
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/gove.12498
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/british-journal-of-political-science/article/abs/constrained-presidential-power-in-africa-legislative-independence-and-executive-rule-making-in-kenya-19632013/AF547D689E49A902F3049E9D5BF3FEF6
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/british-journal-of-political-science/article/abs/constrained-presidential-power-in-africa-legislative-independence-and-executive-rule-making-in-kenya-19632013/AF547D689E49A902F3049E9D5BF3FEF6
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/17531055.2013.869009
https://muse.jhu.edu/article/480976
https://muse.jhu.edu/article/480976
https://global.oup.com/academic/product/the-oxford-handbook-of-kenyan-politics-9780198815693?cc=us&lang=en&
https://global.oup.com/academic/product/the-oxford-handbook-of-kenyan-politics-9780198815693?cc=us&lang=en&
https://www.routledge.com/Routledge-Handbook-of-Democratization-in-Africa/Lynch-VonDoepp/p/book/9780367783839
https://www.routledge.com/Routledge-Handbook-of-Democratization-in-Africa/Lynch-VonDoepp/p/book/9780367783839
https://oxfordre.com/politics/view/10.1093/acrefore/9780190228637.001.0001/acrefore-9780190228637-e-715
https://www.ictj.org/justice-mosaics
https://www.ictj.org/justice-mosaics


5. Isik, Gozde, Ken Ochieng’ Opalo and Perrine Toledano. 2016. Breaking Out of Enclaves: Leverag-
ing Opportunities from Regional Integration in Africa to Promote Resource-Driven Diversification,
Washington, DC: World Bank Group

6. The Anglophone Crisis in Cameroon: Possible Solutions, Foreign Policy (with Claire Hazbun,
2019)

7. The Power of Demonstration: To Increase Resilience, Democracy Must be Shown to Work, Brook-
ings Institution, 2019

8. Why are Kenyans Protesting Their Government? Washington Post (Monkey Cage Blog, 2019)

9. “Institutions and the 2017 Elections in Kenya,” Current History, Vol. 117, No. 2 (2018)

10. Five Things You Need to Know About the Political Crisis in Burundi, Washington Post (Monkey
Cage Blog, 2015)

11. Opalo, Ken Ochieng’. 2015. “Constitutional Protections of Electoral Democracy in Africa: A
Review of Key Challenges and Prospects,” in Sumit Bisarya (ed) Annual Review of Constitution-
Building Processes: 2015, Stockholm, Sweden: International IDEA

12. The Politics of Term Limits in Africa, Washington Post (Monkey Cage Blog, 2014)

13. Silver Lining in Burkina Faso Coup, Foreign Policy, 2014

14. Kenya’s Contentious Factional Politics, Foreign Policy (with Ngala Chome, 2014)

15. The Ogaden Region: A Fragile Path to Peace, Africa Portal, 2014

GRANTS AND HONORS

14. Mortara Center Research Award (2021)

13. Mortara Center Research Fellowship (2020)

12. Emerging Scholar Award, American Political Studies Association, Legislative Studies Section
(2021)

11. School of Foreign Service Teaching and Mentorship Award, 2020

10. DFID: Delivery Unit Approaches to Education Reform

9. Omidyar Network: Kenya Devolution Study

8. Georgetown Competitive Grant in Aid Award

7. Research on Improving Systems of Education (RISE) Grant (Big Results Now! Research on
Education System Reform in Tanzania (With James Habyarimana et al.)

6. HIVOS People Unlimited Grant (County Government Healthcare Sector Data for Policy)

5. The Stanford Center for African Studies Susan Ford Dorsey Fellowship for Dissertation Field
Research in Africa

4. Stanford Center for African Studies Graduate Student Summer Research Fellowship

3. Yale University Frank M. Patterson Research Prize in Political Science

2. Auerbach Grayson/Leitner International Summer Internship Grant

1. Third best student in the Republic, the Kenyan Certificate of Secondary Education (KCSE) na-
tional examination

SERVICE ROLES

https://blogs.worldbank.org/trade/why-regional-integration-so-important-resource-driven-diversification-africa
https://blogs.worldbank.org/trade/why-regional-integration-so-important-resource-driven-diversification-africa
https://foreignpolicy.com/2019/09/27/cameroon-must-make-concessions-to-end-the-anglophone-crisis-paul-biya/
https://www.brookings.edu/research/the-power-of-demonstration-to-increase-democratic-resilience-it-must-be-seen-to-work/
https://www.brookings.edu/research/the-power-of-demonstration-to-increase-democratic-resilience-it-must-be-seen-to-work/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2019/05/13/why-are-kenyans-protesting-their-government/
https://online.ucpress.edu/currenthistory/article-abstract/117/799/187/107862/Another-Disputed-Election-Batters-Kenya-s?redirectedFrom=fulltext
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-cage/wp/2015/05/03/five-things-you-should-know-about-the-political-crisis-in-burundi/
https://www.idea.int/sites/default/files/publications/chapters/annual-review-of-constitution-building-processes-2015/annual-review-of-constitution-building-processes-2015-chapter-1.pdf
https://www.idea.int/sites/default/files/publications/chapters/annual-review-of-constitution-building-processes-2015/annual-review-of-constitution-building-processes-2015-chapter-1.pdf
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-cage/wp/2014/10/28/as-thousands-protest-against-term-limit-extension-in-burkina-faso-will-other-african-presidents-take-note/
https://foreignpolicy.com/2014/11/01/burkina-fasos-silver-lining/
https://foreignpolicy.com/2014/09/03/back-to-the-trenches/
https://media.africaportal.org/documents/The_Ogaden_Region_-_A_Fragile_Path_to_Peace.pdf


1. Member of the MCEF Steering Committee and African Studies Representative on the MCEF

2. Faculty Lead: SFS Fellows Program (African Studies)

3. Senior Thesis Advisor (African Studies)

4. Faculty Director: SFS Summer Program in Tanzania

5. Editorial Board – Africa Spectrum Journal

6. Board Member – Mzalendo (Parliamentary Watchdog Group)

7. Member – Pan-African Research Council

8. Executive Board Member – the African Politics Conference Group (APSA Section)

INVITED TALKS AND CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS

40. Annual Meeting of the American Political Science Association, Seattle, WA (October 2, 2021)

39. RISE Education Conference, Washington, DC (September 21, 2021)

38. Stanford University, Center for African Studies (April 21, 2021)

37. British Institute of East Africa – Annual Lecture (April 14, 2021)

36. NOVA Africa (University of Lisbon) – Seminar Series (April 7, 2021)

35. University of Rochester, Comparative Politics Seminar (March 26, 2020)

34. William & Mary, Comparative Politics Seminar (March 12, 2021)

33. Stanford University, Center for Democracy Development and Rule of Law (March 11, 2021)

32. International Monetary Fund (IMF) Seminar Series (December 2, 2020)

31. Yale University Comparative Politics Seminar (November 4, 2020)

30. New York University Comparative Politics Seminar (November 3, 2020)

29. Conference on Clientelism at the United Nations University – WIDER (October 15-16, 2020)

28. University of Virginia Comparative Politics Workshop (October 7, 2020)

27. Economics Seminar at the United Kingdom’s Foreign, Commonwealth & Development Office
(FCDO), September 21, 2020

26. Annual Meeting of the American Political Science Association (September 2020)

25. University of California, Merced, Political Science Department (February 12, 2020)

24. Oxford University – Blavatnik School (January 27, 2020)

23. University of Florida, African Studies (November 4, 2019)

22. American Political Science Association, Washington, DC (August 2019)

21. University of Edinburgh, Center for African Studies Seminar (March 6, 2019)

20. University of Oxford, Department of Politics and International Relations (March 1, 2019)

19. London School of Economics, Comparative Politics Seminar (February 28, 2019)

18. World Bank Research Group, Washington, DC (September 12, 2018)

17. Institute for African Development, Cornell University (April 2018)

16. The Ohio State University, Comparative Politics Seminar (April 2018)



15. Center for the Study of African Economics, Oxford University (March 2018)

14. Annual Conference of the Comparative & International Education Society Conference, Mexico
City (March 2018)

13. African Economic History Network Annual Conference, Stellenbosch, South Africa (October 2017)

12. Annual Meeting of the American Political Science Association (September 2017)

11. Institute of African Development, Cornell University (March 2017)

10. Center for Global Development, Washington, DC (January 2016)

9. Yale Council of African Studies Seminar Series (December 2015)

8. Capital Area Africanists Research Workshop (October 2015)

7. Annual Meeting of the Midwest Political Science Association (April 2015)

6. Annual Meeting of the African Studies Association (April 2015)

5. Annual Meeting of the Midwest Political Science Association (April 2014)

4. Center for the Study of African Economics, Oxford University (March 2014)

3. Institute of Development Studies, University of Nairobi (June 2013)

2. Workshop on Corruption, Accountability and Governance in Africa, Yale University (February
2013)

1. Annual Meeting of the American Political Science Association (August 2012)


